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SUBJECT: VISIT OE ILWU DELEGATES TO PHILIPPINES AUGUST 
3-22, 1975 

REF: MANILA 10019 

1. ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS REETEL ARE AS EOLLOWS: 

2. RELATIONS BETWEEN AEL-CIO AND ILWU ARE STIT T. STRAINED; 
WITH THE TEAMSTERS UNION, HOWEVER, THEY ARE JUST THE OPPO- 
SITE: THE ILWU AND THE TEAMSTERS HAVE, ON OCCASIONS, 
WORKED TOGETHER IN MATTERS OE MUTUAL INTEREST. 

3. THE ILWU DOES NOT RPT NOT HAVE DIRECT CONNECTIONS 
WITH FREE WORLD TRADE UNION BODIES. IT HAS, OVER THE 
YEARS, BEEN ON ERIENDLY TERMS WITH THE WETU TRANSPORTA- 
TION UNIONS, AND HAS PARTICIPATED IN WETU-SPONSORED CON- 
EERENCES. 

4. MOST OBSERVERS OF THE ILWU WOULD CERTAINLY AGREE THAT 
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APPRECIABLE DEGREE. BRIDGES HIMSELF HAS MELLOWED POLI- 
TICALLY IN RECENT YEARS AND MAY NOT BE AS VOCIFEROUS 

AS HE ONCE WAS FOR CAUSES WITH WHICH HE WAS CLOSELY 
IDENTIFIED. THIS IS NOT TO SUGGEST, HOWEVER, THAT HE 
HAS HAD A COMPLETE CHANGE OF HEART AND IS NO LONGER A 
FORMIDABLE PROPONENT OF FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES WHICH 
USUALLY ARE IN CONFLICT WITH THE MAINSTREAM OF THE 
AMERICAN TRADE UNION MOVEMENT REPRESENTED BY THE AFL-CIO. 

5. DEPARTMENT AGREES THAT EMBASSY SHOULD OFFER FACILI- 
TATIVE ASSISTANCE BUT SHOULD, IN HELPING TO ARRANGE 
CONTACTS WITH NON-COMMUNIST TRADE UNION ORGANIZATIONS 
AND OFFICIALS, ASSURE THAT THEY ARE AWARE OF THE IDENTITY 
OF THE ILWU AND PARTICULARLY THAT IT IS NOT RPT NOT AN 
AFFILIATE OF THE AFL-CIO, AND NOT REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
VIEWS OF THAT ORGANIZATION. MOREOVER, THE EMBASSY SHOULD 
SEEK TO AVOID GIVING THE IMPRESSION THAT THE VISIT HAS 

ANY U.S. GOVERNMENT SPONSORSHIP. 

6. DEPARTMENT WOULD WELCOME REPORT ON VISIT AS SOON 
AS CONVENIENT. KISSINGER 
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